
Come winter, most of us reach for our woolen sweaters, mufflers, 
and beanies as the first line of defense against the biting cold 
– as did the ancient Egyptians from 4th CE! Yes, a toddler’s 
sock found in the region is evidence of wool being one of the 
fabrics used by the ancient Egyptians. Though this is one of the 

earliest fragments that has survived and been found, sheep have been 
domesticated as far back as 10000 BCE, in Central Asia, making it quite 

clear that wool was one of the oldest animal fibers used by humans.
When we think of wool, most of us think about fluffy sheep. 
However, they are not the only animals that give us this exquisite 

thread.
The Angora goat, thought to have first been 
domesticated around Turkey is one of the few goat 

species that give us wool, called mohair. Completely 
unlike most goats in appearance, their fur yields 

long, silky, and shiny hair, lending a smooth 
finish to the garment. Despite its delicate 

appearance, the material is known for its 
strength and resilience.

Another lesser-known type of wool is that 
obtained from the Angora rabbit, also from 

the same region. Their coat has two different 
types of hair, the fine and short inner hair, and the 

long, coarse outer hair. While the inner hair is ideal for 
warmth and softness, the latter yields an elegant, yet 

resistant fabric.
Last but not least is the exquisite Pashmina wool obtained 

from the Pashmina goats of Kashmir. The fibers are collected 
from their undergrowth, which is shed once every year. Unlike 

other wools, where the animal is sheared, Pashmina producers 
comb through the fur to loosen the fibers, which are then transformed 

to soft shawls or stoles.
But how does a clump of fur become a resilient yarn, to begin with? 

After collecting the wool by shearing or combing the animal, the first stage 
is cleaning the wool, a process called scouring. This washing process cleans 

away dirt, grease, sweat and other impurities clinging to the animal’s fur.  Next, the 
cleaned wool is graded into classes based on the fineness of the fibers. Finer wool 

is usually used for suits and other fine garments, while the coarse fibers are used in 
weaving jackets, coats and rugs. Carding the wool is the next step, wherein the fibers are 

pressed and rolled through drums of varying size. This process helps align the fibers in one 
direction, creating a fine web of wool, which can then be spun into a yarn.

The carded wool is then fed into a machine which spins the fibers rapidly to form a contiguous 
woolen yarn, much like a rope. The speed and the direction of the twisting motion can be 

manipulated to produce yarns of different strengths and thickness. Finally, the woolen yarns are weaved 
into fabric.

Wool is also often blended with other materials to achieve a desired look or functionality. An example is silk 
fibers, which is a common blend when making suits. As silk is a long and fine fiber, this blend yields more uniform 

threads as compared to pure wool. Another common material blend is that of wool and synthetic materials like 
polyester and nylon, which enhance the garment’s durability and moisture-wicking capacity.

Wool is sensitive to mechanical action, moisture and heat. Exposure to these elements can cause shrinkage. 
Moreover, wool is sensitive to alkalis, strong acids and sodium hypochlorite (bleaches). Therefore, Pressto 
recommends that woolen garments be dry-cleaned to ensure longer life.
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through the fur to loosen the fibers, 
which are then transformed to soft 
shawls or stoles.

But how does a clump of fur become 
a resilient yarn, to begin with? After 
collecting the wool by shearing or 
combing the animal, the first stage is 
cleaning the wool, a process called 
scouring. This washing process cleans 
away dirt, grease, sweat and other 
impurities clinging to the animal’s fur.  
Next, the cleaned wool is graded into 
classes based on the fineness of the 
fibers. Finer wool is usually used for 
suits and other fine garments, while 
the coarse fibers are used in weaving 
jackets, coats and rugs. Carding the 
wool is the next step, wherein the 
fibers are pressed and rolled through 
drums of varying size. This process 
helps align the fibers in one direction, 
creating a fine web of wool, which can 
then be spun into a yarn.

The 
carded 
wool is then 
fed into a 
machine which 
spins the fibers rapidly 
to form a contiguous woolen yarn, 
much like a rope. The speed and the 
direction of the twisting motion can 
be manipulated to produce yarns 
of different strengths and thickness. 
Finally, the woolen yarns are weaved 
into fabric.

Wool is also often blended with other 
materials to achieve a desired look 
or functionality. An example is silk 
fibers, which is a common blend when 
making suits. As silk is a long and fine 
fiber, this blend yields more uniform 
threads as compared to pure wool. 
Another common material blend is 
that of wool and synthetic materials 
like polyester and nylon, which 

enhance the garment’s durability and 
moisture-wicking capacity.

Wool is sensitive to mechanical 
action, moisture and heat. Exposure to 
these elements can cause shrinkage. 
Moreover, wool is sensitive to alkalis, 
strong acids and sodium hypochlorite 
(bleaches). Therefore, Pressto 
recommends that woolen garments 
be dry-cleaned to ensure longer life.
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Come winter, most of us 

reach for our woolen 
sweaters, mufflers, and 
beanies as the first 
line of defense against 

the biting cold – as did the ancient 
Egyptians from 4th CE! Yes, a toddler’s 
sock found in the region is evidence 
of wool being one of the fabrics used 
by the ancient Egyptians. Though this 
is one of the earliest fragments that 
has survived and been found, sheep 
have been domesticated as far back 
as 10000 BCE, in Central Asia, making 
it quite clear that wool was one of the 
oldest animal fibers used by humans.

When we think of wool, most of us 
think about fluffy sheep. However, they 
are not the only animals that give us 
this exquisite thread.

The Angora goat, thought to have 
first been domesticated around 
Turkey is one of the few goat species 

that give us wool, called mohair. 
Completely unlike most goats in 
appearance, their fur yields long, silky, 
and shiny hair, lending a smooth finish 
to the garment. Despite its delicate 
appearance, the material is known for 
its strength and resilience.

Another lesser-known type of wool is 
that obtained from the Angora rabbit, 
also from the same region. Their coat 
has two different types of hair, the 
fine and short inner hair, and the long, 
coarse outer hair. While the inner hair 
is ideal for warmth and softness, the 
latter yields an elegant, yet resistant 
fabric.

Last but not least is the exquisite 
Pashmina wool obtained from the 
Pashmina goats of Kashmir. The fibers 
are collected from their undergrowth, 
which is shed once every year. Unlike 
other wools, where the animal is 
sheared, Pashmina producers comb 


